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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 3018 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORPINTEG 

SUBJECT: SITREP 12, 1400 LT, OCTOBER 9 

1. ACTIVITY IN DOWNTOWN CAIRO HAS INCREASED ALMOST TO POINT 
OF NORMALITY. STREETS ARE FILLED WITH BUSES, TRAMS, TAXIS, 
PRIVATE CARS AND PEDESTRIANS. MILITARY VEHICLE ACTIVITY 

IS LOWER THAN YESTERDAY. 

2. INTERNAL SECURITY. NO CHANGE FROM YESTERDAY MORNING. 

3. MILITARY ACTIVITY; CIVIL DEFENSE STATUS; ALERTS. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 0730 LOCAL TIME THIS MORNING AIR RAID 
SIRENS SOUNDED THROUGH CAIRO. THERE HAS BEEN NO AIR ACTIVITY, 
HOWEVER, AND IT APPEARS THAT THESE WERE TESTS. WE HAVE HAD 
UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF SHOTS BEING HEARD THIS MORNING 
IN MAADI AREA. THESE AND AIR RAID SIRENS WERE ONLY BREAK 
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4. REGULATIONS. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS CAUTIONED 
CITIZENS FROM PICKING UP SUSPICIOUS OBJECTS WHICH MIGHT 

BE "ENEMY BOOBY TRAPS." OTHERWISE STATUS REMAINS AS BEFORE. 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED; SECONDARY SCHOOLS ARE ONLY 
PARTIALLY OPEN. CAIRO AMERICAN COLLEGE REMAINS 
OPEN FOR HIGH SCHOOL. 

5. MEDIA PLAY. WAR NEWS BLANKETS PRESS. MILITARY 
COMMUNIQUES ARE BEING ISSUED AT A MUCH FASTER RATE THAN 
BEFORE. WE HAVE HEARD THAT SCARCITY OF FRESH 

NEWS CREATED SOME APPREHENSION YESTERDAY. AND BELIEVE 
THIS, PLUS APPARENTLY ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENTS ON MILITARY 
FRONT, EXPLAIN CHANGE IN INFORMATION POLICY. 

6. FOCUS ON US. BECAUSE OF US POSITION IN UN CALLING 

FOR CEASEFIRE AND WITHDRAWAL TO PRE-OCTOBER 6 LINES, US 
HAS MOVED FURTHER INTO THE NEWS. AHRAM CARRIES CENTER-PAGE 
ARTICLE TITLED "FAILURE OF AMERICAN ATTEMPT IN SECURITY 
COUNCIL TO RETURN BELLIGERENTS TO OCTOBER 6 BORDERS." 

GUMHURIYYA HAS EDITORIAL STRONGLY CRITICIZING US FOR 
DIPLOMATIC STAND. AHRAM ALSO CARRIES FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 
DRAWING FROM NEWS AGENCY SOURCES TO EFFECT THAT PRESIDENT 
NIXON HAS ASKED BREZHNEV TO SUPPORT US IN CEASEFIRE EFFORTS. 

AMOCO REP WAS TOLD TODAY BY ASHRAF GHORBAL THAT GOE INFORMATION 
POLICY IS TO MAINTAIN RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL OF EXCITEMENT 
IN PRESS, AND TO AVOID CRITICIZING US "AS LONG AS IT CAN." 

7. WELFARE OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. SITUATION REMAINS AS 
REPORTED IN PAST TWO DAYS. 

8. PUBLIC ATTITUDE. NEWS COVERAGE OF CONTINUING MILITARY 
SUCCESSES, ALONG WITH CONTINUED LACK OF TENSION IN CAIRO 
HAVE INDUCED GREATER OPTIMISM AMONG EGYPTIANS. THIS IS 
TEMPERED SOMEWHAT BY APPREHENSION OF THOSE WHOSE RELATIVES 
AND FRIENDS HAVE BEEN CALLED INTO MILITARY SERVICE. 

9. UNLESS SOVIET INVOLVEMENT BECOMES FACTOR IN SITUATION, 

WE SHALL HENCEFORTH DELETE MOSCOW FROM SITREP ADDRESSEES. 

SMITH 
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